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Events of Interest
For updates, go to www.areaviiclub.com

JUNE
15-18 Summer Festival CDE
First leg of the 2017 West Coast Triple 
Crown. VSEs and Ponies welcome! Volun-
teers needed, no experience necessary.
Clay Station Horse Park, Wilton, CA
Pat Scholderer, (925) 250-7676
www.claystationhorsepark.com

24–25 Can-Am Classic (AMHA)
Tacoma Unit, Spanaway, WA
Rinda Pullen, (425) 231-7464
www.nwmhc.com

JULY
1–2 NorCal Miniature Horse Show 
(AMHA)
Brookside Equestrian Park, Elk Grove, CA
NorCal Miniature Horse Club
www.norcalmhc.com

7–9 Evergreen Spectacular  
(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Tacoma Unit, Spanaway, WA
Rinda Pullen, (425) 231-7464
www.evergreenminiaturehorseclub.com

8 ECWC 2017 Mini Horse Schooling 
Show Series
Equestrian Center of Walnut Creek
Heather Farm Park, Walnut Creek CA
$4.95/class or $25.00 for entire show!
Mary Stewart, (925) 323-9352
www.ecwc.org

15–16 July Celebration  
(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Ingalls Park Equestrian Center, Norco, CA
Jennifer Humphrey (909) 705-6326
www.pcmhclub.com

21–23 Western Regional Championship 
Show (AMHA)
Oregon Horse Center, Eugene, OR
Laura Mullen, (607) 769-6743
www.amha.org

29–August 6 ASPC/ASPR Congress
Lake St. Louis, MO
Lenard Davenport, (417) 861-9192
www.shetlandminiature.com

AUGUST
18–20 2017 Spokane International 
Ponyfest (AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Spokane Interstate Fairgrounds,  
Spokane, WA
Karen Torosian, (509) 939-4564
www.spokanesasha.com

26–Sept. 2 World Championship Show 
(AMHA)
Will Rogers Memorial Center,  
Ft. Worth, TX
AMHA, (817) 783-5600
www.amha.org/shows/world-championship

SEPTEMBER
7–17 AMHR Nationals
Expo Square, Tulsa, OK
Lenard Davenport, (417) 888-0686
www.shetlandminiature.com

16 Santa Cruz County Fair Pony Show
Halter and Performance for ASPC Shetlands
Performance Only for AMHR minis
Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds,  
Watsonville, CA
Contact: Julie Mabie, (831) 684-1555

OCTOBER
7 Area VII Schooling Show
Open to all horses 46” and under
Hosted by Area VII, Diamond Equine 
Services, and Oakland City Stables
Oakland City Stables, Oakland, CA
www.areaviiclub.com

NOVEMBER
7–11 2017 ASPC, Inc., Convention and 
Annual Meeting
Las Vegas, NV
Host Hotel: Harrahs Las Vegas
www.shetlandminiature.com

President: Susan Browning Wroe
Phone: (916) 969-9722
email: wroemarvin@cs.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2016–2018

Vice-President: Linda Anastasio
Phone: (209) 838-6399
Cell: (209) 614-9346
email: apanastasio@aol.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2016–2018

Secretary/Treasurer: Michele Nelson
Phone: (510) 326-6487
email: michelenelson@nelsonpics.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2016–2018

Director: Robert Blackwell
Phone: (916) 723-6932
email: donny56b@yahoo.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2016–2018

Director: Nancy Turner
Phone: (707) 433-4346
email: tomamini@sonic.net
Term of office: 1 year, 2017–2018

Director: Jacob Elliott
Phone: (916) 479-0962
email: bigjasper5@aol.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2017–2019

Past President: Nancy Turner
Phone: (707) 433-4346
email: tomamini@sonic.net

Membership Committee:
Michele Nelson: (510) 326-6487
email: membership@areaviiclub.com

Show Committee:
Linda Anastasio, Robert Blackwell, Lynn 
Blackwell, Susan Browning-Wroe, Jacob Elliott, 
Julie Mabie, Michele Nelson, Kathie Peterson, 
and Nancy Turner
Email: showchair@areaviiclub.com

Sunshine Committee
Linda Anastasio: (209) 838-6399
Cell: (209) 614-9346
email: apanastasio@aol.com

Newsletter and Web Site:
Michele Nelson: Phone: (510) 326-6487
email: michelenelson@nelsonpics.com

Area VII National Directors:
Shetland Seat
Julie Mabie, (831) 684-1555
email: WhisprPony@aol.com 
Term of office: 2017–2019

Open Seat
Eric Tani, (310) 704-3833
email: etani2@roadrunner.com
Term of office: 2016–2018

Area VII Shetland Pony & Miniature Horse Assoc., Inc.
www.areaviiclub.com

The Area VII Shetland Pony & Miniature Horse Association, Inc., was incorporated on 
June 14, 1998 by the Board of Directors: President Marjorie Vliet,  Director  Virginia 

Flint and Director Jim Curry. It is and has always been member supported and driven, with a  dynamic 
group of people volunteering to run the club.

Area VII is an American Shetland Pony Club/American Miniature Horse Registry/American 
Show Pony Registry (ASPC/AMHR/ASPR) registered and recognized club that is primarily active 
in California, though our area encompasses California, Nevada, Arizona, and Hawaii. Our member-
ship  includes owners of both ASPC Shetlands and AMHR Miniature Horses. Area VII welcomes 
members from all over—and you do not need to own a mini or pony to join.

Area VII’s membership is spread across California and Nevada at this time, with members of all 
ages, with varied backgrounds and interests. Area VII is primarily a club for those that  enjoy their 
Shetlands and Miniatures, with a particular interest in showing.

“We are an informal group of people of all ages who gather together for the enjoyment of friend-
ships made, and the promotion of our beautiful equine. As members of this organization, we help 
maintain the recognition that our fine Shetlands and Miniatures  deserve at the ASPC/AMHR level.”

2017 Officers and Committee Members

Mailing Address: 5619 Market Street, Apt. B, Oakland, CA 94608-2809
E-mail: info@areaviiclub.com  •  Web: www.areaviiclub.com
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Letter from the President
by Susan Browning Wroe, President

Another California Classic has been successfully completed, and boy did we 
have a good time! This show rocked!! If you couldn’t make it, we missed you 
and I hope you will make plans to join us next year!! Our classes had lots of 
horses thanks to the wonderful trainers who brought their beautiful show 
strings and to many of our old and new friends that also gave them a run for 
their money with outstanding ponies and minis. 

I would like to thank all who made this show a huge success. Thanks to all who 
sponsored this event and especially Cynthia Villarimo, Richard Erickson and 
Jacob Elliott, and Nancy Turner, you all are awesome people! We are also very 
grateful to our business sponsors, EQyss Grooming Products, Elk Grove Milling, 
Caringello Farms, Whisper Equestrian Center, and Loomis Basin Equine Vet-
erinary Center. I would also like to thank the very talented Suzette Hutchins 
for the beautiful cover illustration she did for the Show Program. Lastly, many 
thanks to all who sponsored classes! We couldn’t do this without all of you!

And coming from the heart of your President, my deepest appreciation to 
 Michele Nelson for the endless days and hours of work it took to get this show 
organized. Her dedication to the club is beyond belief. To Kim Sweatt for de-
signing our hunter and jumper courses and allowing us to borrow her jump 
standards. To Jacob and Richard for transporting them from Reno and back 
again. To Ailene Tarap for designing the courses, providing the obstacles, and 
doing to setup and takedown for our obstacle performance classes. To Daniel 
Benner for proudly presenting the ribbons and show dough. To Mark Nelson, a 
super show announcer, and to Rinda, Gwen, and Sarah for an incredible job in 
the office, at the gate, and in the ring. Your smiles were contagious!

On Saturday night, participants and crew enjoyed a delicious dinner of grilled 
chicken, fettuccini alfredo, green salad, dessert, and fine libations, thanks to 
Heidi Jenson Arao. Heidi did a beautiful job with lovely tables,  flowers, and 
friendship. It was gorgeous Heidi!

The club highlight on Sunday was presenting the first annual Gail Byrnes “Yes 
We Can!” Perpetual Award. This year’s recipient was Heidi Jensen Arao. Heidi 
surely demonstrates the “Yes We Can!” spirit in our club. She was presented 
with a rose colored embroidered jacket and an award certificate. This award 
was sponsored by a generous anonymous sponsor and by Ravenstar Farm.

Also presented on Sunday was the first annual “Sierra’s Dances With Gold” 
Youth Spirit Award. This year’s recipient was Katie Radulovich! Katie’s love 
for her horses was evident as she shared pictures and stories of them with us. 
Katie also did the work to prepare them for the show ring and proudly showed 
them herself. She trains, grooms, hitches and shows—all with a smile on her 
face. What a true spirit. This award was sponsored by Dancer’s owners at 
 Ravenstar Farm.

The BEST closing news ever...we made a profit!!

Now that the California Classic is in the books, we’re looking at other club 
events for this year. We are planning an advanced obstacle clinic with Kim 
Sterchi. Learn how to negotiate the tougher courses you might see at a 
 Regional, National or World show. Bring a horse or two and try new obstacles! 
Learn the finer details from a judge. The date and location are TBA, so please 
watch the club Web site for news.

We would also like to have a social event, and a plans are underway for a fall 
schooling show. If you have an idea for a club event, please contact me. We 
love ideas from our members!

The rain has stopped and it’s getting warmer! Have a cool Summer!
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Katie Radulovich, winner of the Sierra’s 
Dances with Gold Youth Spirit Award
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Heidi Jensen Arao, winner of the first 
Gail Byrnes “Yes We Can!” Award.
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California Classic 2017
by Michele Nelson

After almost a year of planning and weeks of obsessively watching the weather 
forecast, I’m happy to report that the California Classic 2017 at Murieta 
Equestrian Center was a great success. A total of 87 horses showed, up from 
57 in 2016, so it seems that word has spread that this is a show worth coming 
to. We were especially pleased with the number of youth exhibitors who par-
ticipated this year.

California Classic 2016, the first “pointed show” that Area VII did since 2011, 
was a very good start. 57 horses showed and the exhibitors, volunteers, and 
MEC management were all pretty happy with the way things went. That show 
was entirely run by volunteers from our club, ably and enthusiastically led by 
Gail Byrnes, who left us to move to New Hampshire shortly after the show.

When the Show Committee met to start plan-
ning for 2017, the first thing we decided was 
that we needed to hire a professional show 
manager, even though it would increase the 
show budget by a not insubstantial amount. 
It was one of the best decisions we could 
have made. We also solicited feedback from 
the exhibitors and acted on several sugges-
tions, including rearranging the schedule so it 
was more balanced, and adding more driving 
classes. 

We also presented two awards this year that 
we intend to present annually at the California 
Classic going forward. 

The “Sierra’s Dances With Gold” Youth Spirit 
Award was sponsored by Ravenstar Farm in 
honor of their stallion. This award will be given 
each year to a youth “who demonstrates a 
cheerfully cooperative and kind personality. 
They must be helpful to family, friends, and/
or other competitors. We’d like to see them 
grooming, bathing, exercising, loading and 
unloading their vehicle, or performing other 
helpful tasks. This youth should be bonded 
with their horse as shown through patience 
and kindness toward the horse. Lots of pets, 
hugs, and kisses are good, too!” This year’s 
award was presented to Katie Radulovich. 
 Katie received an award certificate and a $25 
Ozark Mountain gift certificate.

The Gail Byrnes “Yes We Can!” Award was 
sponsored by Area VII, Ravenstar Farm, and 
an anonymous donor. This award will be pre-
sented each year to a member of our club who 
embodies the kind of “Yes We Can!” spirit that 
makes things happen. The first recipient of this 
annual award was Heidi Jensen Arao. Heidi has 
overcome a lot of adversity in her personal life 
as well as her equestrian endeavours, and she 
just picks herself up and gets back into the cart! 
Heidi received an award certificate and a beau-
tiful custom embroidered jacket featuring the 
California Classic logo on the back.

Our Show Manager, Rinda Pullen, and her team, 
Sarah and Gwen Rinkel, did an outstanding job of running the show. In addition 
to Rinda running the office, we had Gwen on the gate and Sarah in the ring, 
leaving our member volunteers free for other things, such as announcing, pre-
paring and presenting ribbons, hospitality for exhibitors and judges, arrang-
ing the Exhibitors’ Dinner, designing, setting up, and taking down the obstacle 
courses, and lots of other things I have probably forgotten to mention.

We were also fortunate to have StormHalation Photography at our show both 
days. Colleen captured some wonderful images, so please be sure to take a 
look—you can view and purchase photos at stormhalation.smugmug.com.

The Exhibitors’ Dinner on Saturday 
night was arranged and co-sponsored 
by Heidi Jensen Arao. This was no 
small task: she worked with the cater-
ers on the menu, provided the wines, 
italian sodas, and dessert, set up the 
tables and provided all of the table 
settings, and then spent the evening 
welcoming people as they came in and 
making sure every one had plenty to 
eat and drink.

Murieta Equestrian Center is a wonderful facility, and the management could 
not have treated us better. The Murieta Cafe provided good food at reason-
able prices, the grounds were excellently maintained and the staff was atten-
tive and helpful. They are looking forward to our return in 2018, and so are we!

California Classic 2017 would not have been a success without the generous 
support our many sponsors, our volunteers, our judges, steward, show man-
agement team and, of course, our exhibitors. We thank each and every one of 
you, and hope to see you again next year.

Please save the date! California Classic 2018 will take place April 21-22, 2018, 
at Murieta Equestrian Center.



Pony Hugs and Kisses! 
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Thanks to Our California Classic Sponsors
Ribbon Sponsor

Goody Bag Sponsors

EQ yss Grooming 
Products

eqyss.com

Elk Grove Milling, Inc.
www.elkgrovemilling.com

Christine and Emma 
Caringello

Arena Sponsors

Jacob Elliott and Richard Erickson
www.doubleeranch.us/

Tomahawk Ranch 
Nancy Turner

5250 Mill Creek Road, Healdsburg, CA 95448

 (707) 433-4346 • tomamini@sonic.net

Cynthia Villarimo, Kai Villarimo Moore, 
and Mary Villarimo Gilligan 

www.redwoodacreranch.com

Whisper Equestrian 
Center

www.whisperponies.com

General and Class Sponsors
Pat and Linda Anastasio 

Bellota Miniatures

Gail Byrnes 
A&G’s Mini Dreamcatcher

Susan Browning-Wroe 
Ravenstar Farm

Christine and Emma Caringello 
Caringello Farms

Jacob Elliott and Richard Erickson 
Double E Ranch

Dennis and Jan Haney 
Half Measures Miniature Horse 

Ranch

Jean M. Hayunga 
Black Mountain Miniatures

Erin Henson 
Ranchland Acres

Suzette Hutchins

Heidi Jensen Arao 
Faerie Glen Pony Farm

Janice L. Kieler 
Big Leap Ranch

Jim and Vicki Killfoil 
Lost Spur Ranch

Loomis Basin Equine 
Medical Center

Yvonne, Cathy, and Ashley Lowas 
Riverwillows Farm

Ken and Julie Mabie 
Whisper Equestrian Center

Mark and Michele Nelson

Charlene Palmer, JCP

Maxine Richey 
Double E Ranch

Kim and Steve Sterchi 
Sierra Ranch

Nancy Turner 
Tomahawk Ranch

Cynthia Villarimo, Kai V. Moore,  
and Mary V. Gilligan, 

Redwood Acre Ranch, LLC

And Thanks To
Colleen MacLeod 

StormHalation Photography
Bob and Corky Fairchild, 

All Things Equine
Betty Fisher Ribbons

Shady Schneider, MEC Events Coordinator
Marilynn Macken, Murieta Cafe

Natalie Kalinowski,  
MEC Catering & Event Manager

Gail Byrnes “Yes We Can!” 
Perpetual Award

Sponsored by 
Area VII and Ravenstar Farm

Sierra’s Dances With Gold 
Youth Spirit Award

Sponsored by Ravenstar Farm

Without the support of our membership and all of our generous sponsors, this show could not happen.  
We thank each and every one of you, and you have our undying gratitude!

Thanks from Heidi Jensen Arao
Dearest Friends and Club Members, 

As I age, I used to think there is not too much 
in life that can surprise me anymore. Equally, 
I thought I am no longer prone to tears. It’s 
funny how life can seemingly toughen us up a 
bit. Then along comes an event and well, I am 
refreshingly proven wrong on both of these 
points. And, I have you all to thank for this! I 
must share my complete astonishment at be-
ing recognized for the “Yes We Can” award. 
Each time I wear the beautifully embroidered 
jacket with my name and club’s logo stitched 
on it I am literally warmed by the gesture of 
fraternity. 

I look forward to next year’s California Classic show and the opportunity to 
help create an atmosphere of good cheer, hearty camaraderie, and robust 
competition. But most importantly, we have the occasion to present our beau-
tiful “petite” equines for all to admire and appreciate. Sincere thanks to all, and 
God bless!

Gratefully Yours 
Heidi Jensen Arao

California
lass ic

April 21–22, 2018 • Murieta Equestrian Center



Stop the Presses! It’s a Filly!
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Whisper Equestrian Center
Happy spring everyone! We are in the middle of our foaling season with two 
beautiful colts and awaiting number three. It would be really nice to have a filly, 
but I don’t get to decide. The colts are gorgeous so another healthy colt would 
be OK also. 

We started our show season with a bang at Rancho Murieta and we are head-
ing to the Area National show in Norco. We are hoping to complete Whisper’s 
Special Edition’s Hall of Fame points. He has all his Grands with one extra and 
now for those elusive final points. 

The Santa Cruz County Fair pony show is in the planning stages. Joan Cements 
and Heidi Arao as well as myself have some grand ideas and we hope you all 
plan to attend. Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 16!

The winter rains were wonderful, but the weeds are so happy we seem to be 
mowing constantly. The ponies are enjoying a bit of extra grass and they are fat 
and sassy, but unfortunately, the weeds grow best outside the pastures. 

We hope to get a few of our ponies trained to drive this summer. We have been 
putting it off way too long, and performance ponies are our passion. 

The grandkids are growing and love the ponies. We have five grandkids, but 
I won’t tell you how many ponies we have. That is always changing. We have 
a few for sale but once we start 
training them we have a tendency 
to fall in love with them even more 
and keep a few more than originally 
planned. Better get your offers in 
early.

Come to the cool coast and let’s play 
with the ponies. We have room for 
your RVs or you can reserve our 
guest rooms. 

Hope to see you all soon. Remem-
ber, Congress is in St. Louis and is 
coming up soon, and then it is on to 
the mini Nationals in September. 
Party on.—Ken and Julie Mabie

Caringello Farms
We recently got back from the Califor-
nia Classic at Rancho Murieta Eques-
trian Center where we brought four 
ponies to show. The girls were very 
successful and we’re one step closer to 
finishing Tootsie’s Hall of Fame. We are 
so proud of our two year olds, Annie 
and Stella, and how they performed 
and placed there.  A big thanks to Julie 
Mabie for handling Stella for us! We 
had a lively barn aisle and are so thank-
ful for everyone willing to step up and 
lend a helping hand when needed. A big 
thanks to Heidi for a wonderful club 
dinner on Saturday night. We so en-
joyed getting together with everyone.

For the first time in years, we will not 
be attending the national show in 
Norco, CA. Emma will be getting mar-
ried next year, and Jim has put us all on a pony budget. We wish good luck to 
everyone attending!

We held a customer appreciation day out at the ranch and busied some of 
Chris’s clients and their grandkids with pony rides and driving. They sure loved 
it! It was a very successful day dusting off all the old geezers for the young kids 
to learn on. It’s so fun to see the enthusiasm for the ponies in such young kids. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the Santa Cruz County Fair 
show. Good luck to everyone this summer show season, and stay cool! Hope 
everyone is healthy and happy!—Chris and Emma Caringello
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Ravenstar Farm
Hi everyone!

This Spring has been busy for us. We 
enjoyed working at the California 
Classic and also participating with 
Cooper. He needs a lot of practice 
and some time to mature before he 
will be a good show horse. But we 
had a great time—visited with old 
friends, met some new ones, and ate 
yummy food! We are looking forward 
to next year!

Last weekend we helped Angels For 
Minis with a wonderful schooling 
show in Walnut Creek. I love their 
schooling shows as the people are 
so enthusiastic to learn new things. 
Many have never seen these disci-
plines before and it is enjoyable to 
teach them and then watch their success. Mary Stewart has dedicated herself 
to rescuing miniature horses who need to be re-homed. Many of these res-
cues are in very poor condition. She uses her resources to nurture them back 
to good health including vet care, hoof trimming, nutrition, and companion-
ship with people and other horses.Then they are carefully adopted to forever 
homes. We have a beautiful mare we adopted from Mary. She couldn’t be more 
healthy or more fun. 

We will have another show in Walnut Creek on Saturday, July 8th. We invite 
you all to come! All proceeds go to this worthy cause.

In April, we were blessed with a beautiful new colt. We are very excited about 
him. His dam is Raven Stars Elegant Dream Dance and his sire is Sierra’s Phoe-
nix Great Expectations. His is a tri-colored pintoloosa with a dorsal stripe. He 
is very upright and refined and he also moves well. This is our first multicolored 
foal and he got it all! In his markings he has a pair of wings laying on his back. 
So we named hims RSF Great Dreams of Pegasus. We’ll call him Pegasus. You 
might see him in the show ring next year!

Lastly, we are asking if anyone has information about where we can find a 
grant writer. The person we seek must be able to write grants but also have 
sources that might help fund a grant. We are also searching for someone who 
might have between two and five acres they would donate or sell inexpen-
sively. This project would be a non-profit center where children can come and 
learn about California Agriculture. California grows food that feeds much of 
our nation and other places in the world. Agriculture as a career is all but lost 
and we feel this is a way to remind young people how important it is.

The grant would cover the start up costs. To begin with, children of preschool 
and elementary school ages would have the opportunity to interact with 
miniature animals, plant something they can take home and grow, do a farm 
related art project, and participate in other “hands on” kinds of science exper-
iments. Eventually there will be an outreach program where we would go to 
their classrooms and also a community factor. We will live on site and this will 
be our retirement project. We really believe in this and would appreciate any 
information you are willing to share. Thanks all! 
—Robert, Lynn, Daniel, Marvin & Susan

Donka Miniature Horses
Unfortunately, our Slipper lost her baby in February. It was very sad.  So Don 
said why not buy a horse and not breed her back. So we have a new addition, 
we are very excited about. We bought Oak Bay Salsa Andromeda, Sired by the 
great Salsa out of an Avantes Chasing the Ace daughter.—Kathie Peterson



EE Miraculous Bi Design (Milagra)

Hunter and Casey Campbell at the California 
Classic

Sensa at the California Classic
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Double E Ranch News
This year we have opted to scale back 
on our training, showing, and breed-
ing in order to focus on downsizing our 
current herd. Indeed, we plan to breed 
only a limited number of mares to our 
national halter and pleasure driving 
stallion, Mountain Meadows Simply 
Sensational (“Sensa”). At this time, we 
have one mare, Grahams Sunswept 
Destiny, in foal to Sensa. The cross is 
widely  anticipated, as Destiny is a pa-
ternal sister to Grahams Ragtime.

This foal season has seen some of the 
most eagerly-awaited crosses from our national and world champion stallions. 
Marystown McDreamy (Mac) sired a gorgeous colt out of a Mountain Mead-
ows mare. Paul and Ailene Tarap, who own Mac, also recently purchased his 
son whom they affectionally call “Steamy McDreamy.” 

Last year, we purchased three mares from Nancy Rivenburgh, whom we refer 
to as “The Rivenburgh Dames. One of them, Prada, was in foal to her famous 
Jesse James stallion. This cross resulted in a stunning chestnut pinto colt that 
we have named “Striker” due to the lighting bolt strip on his face. The third foal 
we were expecting has surpassed our wildest dreams. EE Miraculous Bi Design 
was born in March, the first miniature horse born via frozen straws of semen 
from a deceased stallion. Milagra (“miracle” in Spanish) is a truly special filly 
that we now co-own with the Blantons with whom we shared a partnership of 
her sire, Design. We are offering his straws and stud fee for a reasonable price. 
Please PM Jacob Elliott for details. 

Finally, we have been blessed with three colts from our AMHA world champion 
futurity stallion, Hunterberry Hill Impressive Design (“Hunter”). It’s a colt year 

for sure! These are the first grand get 
of 2013 World Supreme Halter Cham-
pion Jess Let Me Impress, and they 
have not disappointed! All three boast 
really pretty, dishy heads and have legs 
for days. As of this writing, we have 
four mares that John Gracey of Appy 
Downs Ranch is foaling out for us while 
we proceed on our annual summer trip 
abroad.

Show season is off to a fine start as 
our R horses and A horses have done 
well in their first two shows. At the 

California Classic, put on by Area VII, 
Sensa swept his driving classes and lib-
erty. In the halter classes, Hunter won 
grands in amateur and reserve grand 
champion in open with Casey Camp-
bell. Our own breeding, EE Pistols 
Family Man, received a reserve grand 
in amateur with me and in open with 
Kelly Campbell. He did even better 
at the AMHA show that followed. I’m 
very excited for the upcoming nationals show in September, as I will be show-
ing Sensa in amateur pleasure driving as well as halter. 2017 is off to a fantas-
tic start! Check out our sales page at www.doubleEranch.us. We have a lot of 
great broodmares, show horses, and babies for sale!—Jacob Elliott

Wesco Farms Ranch News
[Editor’s Note: Michelle sent this ranch news for the spring issue, which was can-
celled, so I’ve chosen to include it in this issue.—MN]

We’re fortunate here NOT to be completely flat, so flooding is at a minimum.  
Muddy as @!#!!, but no standing water. Damage has been minimal too.  We 
lost one shelter, so two of the boys are housed in the good ol’ “tarp hut” (cattle 
panels with tarps)—not pretty but they’re out of the weather when they want to 
be while we get repairs completed. Otherwise we’re being a bit more intensive 
on herd management with all the lush grass.  63 acres of grassy hills and fewer 
than 40 Minis isn’t a great mix in the spring. So we’re limiting “hill” time for the 
first time since we’ve been here.

We have two definite pregnant mares, and a few maybes.  Pulling Topper out 
after a week, I’m surprised any were covered, but a good health scare made 
breeding seem like a bad idea last spring.  A bummer now, but a great idea at 
the time!

Hoping to get a couple more boys gelded this year (any gelding clinics?), just 
wrapping the brain around what it costs to geld any more with a not so great 
gelding market. Is that an age thing? Sigh… 

A couple of horses are leaving and one is coming back. Duck (Wesco Farms Ozs 
Luck of the Draw) is going to his new mom.  He seems to be great fit for Liz. 
Boo (Wesco Farms Netherstorm) will be heading out to Red Bud Mini Ranch, 
while Rose (Wesco Farms Chance Encounter) is going to be doing an exchange 
with her half-sister Gemini (Wesco Farms LM Rowdys Gemini) at Imperial 
Acres. Rose and Gemini are Rowdy grand-daughters and we’re looking for-
ward to Gemini coming back as she will cross nicely with our boys.  Rose will be 
missed, but going somewhere she’ll be appreciated.

Best of luck to those that show and easy foaling for those that will be on mare 
stare in the coming months!—Michelle Sharrock
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Barn Lessons
by John R. Killacky

We horse people are a curious lot. Joy is 
found in mundane chores. Every season 
brings its peculiar challenges of mucking out 
stalls, feeding, cleaning water buckets, pol-
ishing tack, grooming, and working with our 
animals. We complain about the weather, but 
never resent time spent at the stable, what-
ever the temperature. 

Barn visits are safe harbors, vivifying time 
away from family and work, solely for us. Our 
relationship to horses is existential, provid-
ing continual opportunities for learning more 
deeply about ourselves. We train to be better 
equestrians, while aspiring to become the 
person we want to be. 

Progress in the training arena is slow. Putting in daily time and effort is  required; 
inconsistency is frustrating for humans and equines alike. Setbacks are con-
stant. Coaching refines and refreshes intentionality. Moments we are in sync, 
while fleeting, are fulfilling and affirming. A good drive with my pony sustains 
me for days. 

Fear is a curious companion for all, from the new lesson kid to the most expe-
rienced adult. We think we are in control of these noble creatures, but at any 
surprise, survival instinct can spook the most refined genetics and conditioned 
behavior, resulting in crow-stepping, rearing, bucking, and bolting. 

All of us struggle with anxiety after an accidental fall. And the longer it festers, 
the more debilitating. It took weeks for me to settle back into the cart after 
a driving incident. The pony was fine; I was skittish. With support from barn 
mates and my trainer, I went back to the basics and began again—becoming a 
better driver. 

BRAD
 PETTEN
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Improvement is always needed. Coaches ask, “What do you want to work on?” 
then break down success into minute calibrations of achievable results. Giving 
one quarter inch more of rein relaxes and straightens out my animal. Small pos-
tural adjustments for me also have seismic positive consequences. 

I have been at the same barn for seven years, long enough to watch lesson 
kids become confident teens, and the older kids graduate college, all the while 
deepening connections to the adult boarders. Our successes and frustrations 
here inform relationships with family, friends, and colleagues. 

Showing up and being fully present is equally beneficial at work and at home. 
Goal setting and overcoming fear is important. Patience and persistence pays 
off. Seeking advice and recalibration essential. Nurturing and challenging our-
selves throughout life, we need to begin again and again to thrive.

John R. Killacky is executive director of Flynn Center for the Performing Arts in 
 Burlington, VT.

Tomahawk Ranch News
I talked Sharon Housley into showing my three year old small loud black and 
white appy stallion for me. So far, he is doing well and seems to have a small fan 
club rooting for him. 

Unfortunately, I haven’t made it to any shows. I did go to the ADS Pacific Re-
gion Driving Weekend in Quincy May 12-14 with my friend Sue Grant. It was 
a five hour road trip to get there, but the event was well run and we had a 
good time. I got to see the movie “The Caravan” about a drive from Califor-
nia to Florida…by the way, a mini made it all the way! We were the only minis 
at Quincy that went with the “big horses” back to do the same paved road in 
the other direction and since they trotted the first round faster than us they 
got a break. Sue and I were the only mini drivers that went with them and we 
didn’t get a break. We had a good time and hope to plan something local for 
us.—Nancy
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Linda and Pat Anastasio
Bellota Miniature Horses
13953 Escalon Bellota Road
Escalon, CA 95320
Phone: 209-838-6399
Cell: 209-614-9346
apanastasio@aol.com

Maryan Baker
9 Lake Como Court
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: (760) 699-7006
Cell: (951) 202-0979
llamamaryan@twc.com

Robert Blackwell
Ravenstar Farm
7312 Antelope Road
Citrus Heights, CA 95621
Phone: (916) 723-6932
donny56b@yahoo.com

Susan Browning-Wroe
Ravenstar Farm
7312 Antelope Road
Citrus Heights, CA 95621
Phone: (916) 969-9722
wroemarvin@cs.com

Shelia Bryant and John Gracey
Appy Downs
6025 Star Avenue
Marysville, CA 95901
Phone: (530) 741-1092
sheliabryant@comcast.net
j.gracey@comcast.net
www.appydowns.com

Howard and Shirlee Busbee
Step-N-Stone American Shetlands
23180 Biggar Lane
Covelo, CA 95428
Phone: (707) 983-8482
mendocinoponylady@ 
willitsonline.com

Gail Byrnes
A&G’s Mini Dreamcatcher
14 Purgatory Road
PO Box 482
Mont Vernon, NH 03057
Phone: (510) 682-4630
dals4me@hotmail.com

Christine and Emma Caringello
Caringello Farms
20200 Almaden Road
San Jose, CA 95120
Phone: (408) 268-4332
chriscaringello@gmail.com

Kathy Courtney and Annabelle 
Courtney Pisarski
Red Star Ranch
2150 Green Tree Lane 
Reno, NV
Phone: (775) 225-6961

Jim Curry
111D Olive Court
Lodi, CA 95240
(209) 327-8195
jctrainingctr@aol.com
www.jimcurry.org

Jacob Elliott and Richard Erickson
Double E Ranch
PO Box 598
Galt, CA 95632
Jacob: (916) 479-0962
bigjasper5@aol.com
Rich:(916) 897-4386
rreriksson@yahoo.com
www.doubleeranch.us

Lois Evans
Stony Ridge Ranch
PO Box 699
Dixon, CA 95620
Phone: (707) 678-8298
srminis@aol.com
stonyridgeminis.com

Karen Farlow
Blue Oak Farm
PO Box 96
Clayton, CA 94517
Phone: (925) 672-5672
Cell: (925) 348-2271

Dennis and Jan Haney
Half Measures Ranch
PO Box 132
Coloma, CA 95613
Phone: (916) 996-1500
dlhaney@jps.net
www.halfmeasuresranch.com

Linda Harris Moreno
12995 Firecrest Drive
San Martin, CA 95046
lindaharrisart@sbcglobal.net

Ed and Connie Hawkins
Itsy Bitsy Ranch
P.O. Box 1142
Columbia, CA 95310
Phone: (209) 536-1240
ItsyBitsyRanch@MLode.Com

Jean M. Hayunga
Black Mountain Miniatures
15 Black Mountain Trail
Carmel, CA 93923-7702
Phone: (831) 626-3724
jeanhayunga1@aol.com
www.blackmountainmini.com

Erin Henson
Ranchland Acres
15320 Middletown Park Drive
Redding, CA 96001
Phone: (530) 917-4636
e.erin@sbcglobal.net
www.ranchlandacres.com

Sharon and Bob Housley
Fantasia Farm Training Center
2050 Stony Point Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Phone: (707) 332-3553
fantasiaftc@pon.net

Heidi Jensen Arao
Faerie Glen Pony Farm
20 Via Del Sol
Corralitos, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 728-0631

Vicki L. and James M. Killfoil
Lost Spur Ranch
15855 Shotgun Creek Drive
Jamestown, CA 94327
Phone: (209) 984-3791
vickikillfoil@yahoo.com

Carol Lima
Twin Oaks Ranch
PO Box 792
Lakeport, CA 95453
Phone:(707) 349-2819
clima0328@gmail.com
www.twinoaksranchminiatures.com

Yvonne, Cathy, and Ashley Lowas
Riverwillows Farm
9919 23 1/2 Avenue
Lemoore, CA 93245
Phone:(559) 707-8209
daveandbonnie@hotmail.com

Ken and Julie Mabie
Whisper Equestrian Center
P.O. Box 1445
Aptos, CA 95001
Phone: (831) 684-1555
whisperponyjulie@gmail.com
www.whisperponies.com

Member Roster
As of June 5, 2017

Danielle and Louise Miller
Pops Place
1961 Alpet Drive
Morgan Hill, CA
Phone: (408) 482-3309

Barbara Naviaux
Rodabi-J-Ranch
P.O. Box 144
Placerville, CA 95667
Phone: (530) 622-1040
barb@naviaux.com

Mark and Michele Nelson
5619 Market Street, Apt. B
Oakland, CA 94608-2809
Phone: (510) 326-6487
michelenelson@nelsonpics.com
www.nelsonpics.com

Arlene Niegel
Northwind Farms
6248 Country Road 17
Orland, CA 95963
Phone: (530) 865-3993

Charlene Palmer
JCP Miniatures
21537 Bonita Vista Road
Anderson, CA 96007
Phone: (530) 378-1752 or
(530) 262-1203
charlenepalmer26@gmail.com

Kathie Peterson
Donka Miniature Horses
24 Pradere Road
Dayton, NV 89403
Phone: (775) 246-5238
donka@gbis.com

Penny and Richard Radulovich
Radulovich Farms
22000 No. Sowles Road
Acampo, CA 95220
Phone: (209) 368-2026
penny@radulovichfarms.com
radulovichfarms.com

Maxine Richey
c/o Double E Ranch
7515 Eldred Way
Sacramento, CA 95829
Phone: (916) 236-3882
grammaxine@aol.com

Nance Schmidt
Big Dogs and Little Horses
2380 Adobe Road
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Phone: (805) 467-3107
bigdogsandlittlehorses@yahoo.com

Michelle Sharrock
Wesco Farms
POB 426
Winters, CA 95694
Phone: (530) 795-1595
michelle@wescofarms.com
wescofarms.com

Don, Jinnohn, and Bethany 
Silveira
Lucky 7 Ranch
27165 Edwards Avenue
Escalon, CA 95320
Phone: (209) 608-1613
jinnohndon@gmail.com

Kim Sterchi
Sierra Ranch
16242 Tierra Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
Phone: (530) 559-8723
sierraminis@aol.com
www.sierraminiaturehorses.com

Mary E. Swinn
Hacienda Pondorosa
3000 Graham Hill Road
Scotts Valley, CA 95066
Phone: (831) 234-1651
mswinn98@yahoo.com

Nancy Turner
Tomahawk Ranch
5250 Mill Creek Rd.
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Phone: (707) 433-4346
tomamini@sonic.net
www.sonic.net/~tomamini

Cynthia Villarimo, Kai Moore, 
and Mary Villarimo Gilligan
Redwood Acre Ranch, LLC
4445 Mapel Lane
Carmichael, CA 95608
Phone: (510) 299-2325
cynthia.villarimo@gmail.com
www.redwoodacreranch.com

Marjorie Vliet
Deer Haven Ranch
4744 Independence Road
Mokelumne Hill, CA 95245
Phone: (209) 293-7261

Sherry Ward
Meadowlark Barn
444 W. Bellevue Road
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: (209) 722-8227
dashponydriver@gmail.com

Eleanor (Nell) Wood
3606 Shelter Creek Drive
Napa, CA 94558-2413
Phone: (707) 255-5524
eleawood@yahoo.com

Charlotte Woods
The Ponderosa Miniature Horses
14250 Ponderosa Way
Mokelumne Hill, CA 95245
Phone: (209) 610-8227
cawoods24@yahoo.com

Jill Wright
5341 Pimlico Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95841
Phone: (916) 248-0859
pixieoaks@gmail.com
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